on the liquid metal fast breeder 
reactor or on plutonium recycle in 
conventional reactor types—were 
only beginning to come into focus. 
Cochran does, however, lay out 
the basic arguments. Plutonium is 
the most toxic substance ever con- 
sidered for commercial utilization. 
(Recall that Glenn Seaborg, ‘co- 
discoverer of plutonium, charac- 
terized this element as being “fiend- 
ishly toxic.”°) 

In addition, plutonium pro- 
duced by any current or proposed 
reactor type is suitable for the con- 
struction of atomic explosives. 
Hence, movement to the liquid 
metal fast breeder reactor, or plu- 
tonium recycle in the light water 
reactors carries the risk, and some 
say the certainty® of proliferation 
of nuclear weapons by nations and 
the diversion of plutonium § by 
individuals bent on mischief. 

In searching for an appropriate 
closing that will illustrate the flavor 
of the situation which Cochran has 
exposed, I am reminded of the 
opinion in the case of Pillars v. 
R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. The 
good words of the Supreme Court 
for the State of Mississippi, in this 
pre-National Environmental Policy 
Act case, were “. . . if [putrid hu- 
man] toes are found in chewing 
tobacco, it seems to us that some- 
body has been very careless.”7 


NOTES 


1. Irvin C. Bupp and Jean-Claud Deri- 
an, “The Breeder Reactor in the U.S.: A 
New Economic Analysis,” Technology Re- 
view, 76:8 (July/August 1974), p. 27. 

2. Business Week, Aug. 24, 1974. 

3. SIPI v. AEC, 481 F.2d 2079 (D.C. Cir. 
1973). 

4. AEC, “Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement on the LMFBR,” WASH-1535 
(Washington, D.C.: The Commission, 
March 1974). 

5. Glenn Seaborg, “Plutonium: The 
Ornery Element,” paper presented on 
April 3, 1964 (AEC release S-6-64). 

6. See, for example, testimony of Adm. 
Gene La Rocque before the Joint Commit- 
tee on Atomic Energy: “Nuclear nonpro- 
liferation treaty or no treaty . . . the mere 
presence of nuclear material in these 
countries will be a temptation too great to 
resist to join the growing nuclear ‘club’” 
(reported in Weekly Energy Report, Sept. 16, 
1974). 

7. 78 So. 365 (1918). 

Dean E. Abrahamson, physi- 
cian and physicist, is professor 
of public affairs at the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota, Minneapolis. 
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